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[bookmark: _Hlk510603991][bookmark: _GoBack]“THE BRILLIANT 1980’S” EXHIBITION WILL OPEN IN THE FASHION MUSEUM  
14 May at 18.30 Official Opening (by invitation only)
From 15 May – the exhibition will be open to visitors 

The colourful “The Brilliant 1980’s” exhibition will open in the Riga Museum of Fashion on 14 May. It is devoted to the extravagant fashions of the 1980’s. It will be open to the public from 15 May. The exhibition has been created in collaboration with the Alexandre Vassiliev Foundation and will feature the work of many famous French, Japanese, American and Italian designers; it will also display some particularly valuable exhibits. 
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Although the fashion of the 1980’s is characterised by several distinctive styles, it is often described as the last decade which had a stylistically uniform style. Its style was characterised by the remarkable silhouette of an inverse trapeze – broad and accentuated shoulders. Voluminous hairstyles and oversized costume jewellery came into fashion to balance these wide shoulders.

The image of women was beginning to change in the 1980’s. Women began to be seen as leaders and winners. During the day women concentrated on doing business but in the evening they turned into attractive and dangerous predators in sexy dresses. This is reflected in the exhibition. Women began to develop a style of power dressing in the 80’s to replace neat office suits. This style included jackets with wide shoulders, short narrow skirts and high-heel shoes. In contrast to the formal office dress, evening dresses developed a disco style: long and fitted, made of shiny, metallic, often elastic, fabrics.

We are especially proud of the opportunity to show our visitors the new exhibits of the Fashion Museum – the jackets of Catherine Deneuve, the elegant film star. They were designed by Yves Saint Laurent. The Museum bought them at the auction of the clothes of this great actress held at the beginning of this year and organised by Christie’s. Catherine Deneuve and Yves Laurent had been friends for several decades. They first met when Deneuve was only 22 and she had to be presented to the Queen of the United Kingdom. The actress decided that she would order a dress to be made at Saint Laurent for this special occasion. He also designed her clothes for the cult film of Luis Bunuel entitled “Belle de Jour” (1967).

Another group of outstanding exhibits which will be shown in the exhibition were those created in the Fashion House of Jean Paul Gaultier, a French “enfant terrible”. These are the costumes of his autumn-winter collection of 1986 entitled “The Russian Constructivists”. This is one of his most famous collections and was created as a response to what was happening in the Soviet Union at the time. Mikhail Gorbachev became the leader of the USSR in 1985 and began significant changes under the name of Perestroika and initiated a policy called Glasnost or Transparency. Gaultier searched for inspiration in the art of the early 20th century, when Soviet artists and designers – Alexander Rodchenko and Gustavs Klucis, Varvara Stepanova and Lubova Popova – were looking for new design for a new world. Gaultier used references to the graphic design of these Soviet constructivists in his collections of costumes and printed materials. The collection of clothes shown in the exhibition feature the name of the designer printed in Cyrillic as well as linear and geometric shapes in reserved colours preferred by Gaultier.

The Brilliant 1980’s Exhibition will also show the work of other famous designers of the 80’s such as Thierry Mugler, Givenchy, Comme des Garçons, Versace, Issey Miyake, Azzedine Alaïa. It will also display examples of memorable and extravagant street fashion.

A small part of the exhibition is also dedicated to the Latvian fashion of the 1980’s, coinciding with three anniversaries that we celebrate this year. It is 30 years since the Berlin Wall was pulled down in 1989; its destruction symbolised the removal of the Iron Curtain. We also celebrate the 70th anniversary of the founding of the legendary Riga Fashion House this year. It is also the 70th anniversary of the “Rigas Modes” Fashion Magazine; a whole generation still remembers this magazine with affection and gratitude. Along with the Estonian ‘Silhouette” magazine, “Rigas Modes” became a promoter of fashion styles and trends for many years in a vast union where access to fashion information was limited. 

Europe was still divided by the Iron Curtain in the 1980’s. This influenced the lives of millions of people in Central and Eastern Europe, including Latvia. Censorship of information, as well as a lack of consumer goods, undoubtedly affected fashion in the countries of the Soviet bloc. The free market did not exist but new styles of clothing were being developed by Fashion Houses in individual soviet republics. Individuals began to develop excellent handicraft and sewing skills because they could not buy the clothes they wanted. It was still possible to dress fashionably in the Soviet Union by having imagination and skilful hands.

The exhibition will be open at the Fashion Museum for six months, from the middle of May 2019 to the end of October 2019. Exhibits from the collection of Alexandre Vassiliev will be augmented by video and audio materials, photographs, posters and magazines from the collection of the Riga Fashion Museum. The exhibition will also feature lectures and masterclasses to help visitors learn more about the fashion of the 1980’s. The museum will also maintain the traditions of previous exhibitions and enable visitors to try on clothes of the period from the exhibition. Visitors will also be able to complete a quiz which specifically created for the exhibition.

The Fashion Museum of Riga at 24 Grecinieku Street was opened in 2016 in collaboration with the Alexandre Vassiliev Foundation. It is a private museum created and managed by architect Natalja Muzichikina. Its thematic exhibitions and the small permanent exhibition enable visitors not only to see clothes and accessories but also to experience the atmosphere of past years as well as to participate interactively in the world of fashion. Both adults and children can live and learn from the experience. This will be the sixth exhibition of the Fashion Museum of Riga. The previous exhibitions were “The Elegance of the 1930’s”, “Eastern Secrets. Western Fashion and China”, “Dior” and “The Golden 20’s”. The “1918. The Luxury of Freedom” Exhibition was open to visitors until 6 May 2019.

The Fashion Museum is open daily from 11.00 to 19.00

Ticket prices: €7 for individuals; €6 for individuals in groups; €5 for school children, students, pensioners and the disabled. There is a discount for schoolchildren, students, pensioners and the disabled on the first Tuesday of each month - €3.

Riga Fashion Museum
• 24 Grecinieku Street Riga • Tel. +371 20033450 • E-mail: fashionmuseumriga@gmail.com
• www.fashionmuseumriga.lv • www.facebook.com/fashionmuseumriga
• www.instagram.com/modes_muzejs • https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqC3Ht8dQ11PBeV41PaoCUQ
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